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     Leadership  
 

Where the action isé 
 
Synagogue leadership is a complex 
subject.  In the simplest sense, it is a 
body made up of individuals who 
play key roles in making a congrega-
tion flourishéor fail.  We have our 
spiritual leader, our rabbi, and we 
have Board members, committee 
chairs and project leaders.  We use 
a nominating committee to find can-
didates that are representative of the 
congregationôs make-up, i.e., its 
demographics of age, marital and 
family status.  Ideally our Board 
should also be reflective of the wide 
variations of Jewish backgrounds, 
preferences and life experiences of 
the membership. Our congregation 
by-laws also provide for term limits 
for Board members and for annual 
elections to bring a continual flow of 
new Board members (and new 
ideas). 
 
Perhaps the more difficult or elusive 
aspect of defining leadership is that 
it is a quality we look for in the peo-
ple who occupy or seek positions of 
responsibility.  We have also learned 
that patience, mutual respect and 
collegial relationships help find the 
balance of programs or approaches  

Say The Word,  
And It Does the Deed  

 

When I was a boy at Yeshiva 
Zichron Moshe in the beautiful, 
neo-shtetl Bronx, we were taught 
that the Hebrew letters were the 
building blocks G!D used to cre-
ate Creation. The Teaching 
seemed both impossible and 
magical to me back then. How 
can you use a letter to make a 
black hole or a galaxy? Which 
letter did what and why? And, if 
G!D is G!D, why does He/She 
need any tools at all? 

The questions never got an-
swered, and now, even though 
I'm a Rabbi, they are still not 
completely solved. Still, I've been 
able to drag them from the dust 
bin, and have a few thoughts to 
share with you. That is, I have 
had a chance to do some 
midrash (spiritual speculation) 
about these mysteries, and 
here's what I've come up with: 
Letters are more than sounds. 
Letters make Words. Words 
strengthen, diminish, connect or 
disconnect us from Reality. And 
in that effort, Worlds and Galax-
ies and even Universes come to 
LIfe. 
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CONGREGATION  
SHIR SHALOM 

 

Rabbi Jack Gabriel 
 

Board of Directors 
Sy Lenz, President:  

996.4104  
Bonnie Lasky,1st Vice President:  

769.1778  
Ed Adams, 2nd Vice President: 

935.0331  
Gili Drori,Secretary: 

996.9605 
Barbara Insel, Treasurer: 

339.0664  
   Lori Bremner  

996.9829  
Lee Morgan Brown 

939.1104  
Sam Friend 
996.4412  

Larry Giller 
253.8325  

Lori Goldman  
939.2738  

Adley Hochstadt  

996.1389   
Jean Knapp  

938.5045  
Erick Rothfeld  

935.9664  
David Schoenbach 

938.0110  
Casey Tucker  

539.7326  
 

School Director 
Susan Jebrock 
707.938.5425  

             

Newsletter Staff  
 Peggy Feuer, Editor 

 Bonnie Lasky, Photographer 
David Schoenbach, Website  

 

Items for newsletter are due the 16th of each month.  

Send to Peggy Feuer, P.O. Box 2248, Sonoma 95476  

 

Published monthly except July 
 

Congregation Website: www.shir-shalom.org   

Telephone: 707.935.3636 
 

  Contributions/Donations:  Send to  

  Congregation Shir Shalom, 

  252 West Spain Street, 

  Sonoma, California 95476  
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The Congregation Gratefully            

Appreciates Generous Donations  

General Fund  

Heidi Geffen                                               
Leonard & Sandra Leib                             

Muriel Robbins                                         
Ellen Schwartz 

Yahrzeit                         

From David Artson                                        
In loving memory of Matthew D. Artson  

From  Zeva Cohn                                          
In loving memory of Benjamin Cohn            

and Molly Siegel  

 From Gili Drori and Jerry Sanders                                  
In loving memory of Shoshana Beck 

 From Avram Goldman & Lori Hanson  
In loving memory of Howard Hanson 

 From Norman and Susan Goldstein            
In loving memory of Louis Goldstein 

 

From David and Leona Jacobs  
In loving memory of Pauline Marks 

From Muriel Robbins                                     
In loving memory of Helen Shainsky   

        From Lee Schein                                   
In loving memory of Herbert Schein 

Bookplates & Prayer Books  

Zeva Cohn; Gili Drori & Jerry Sanders;                        
Bruce Goldstein & Vicki Hill;                       

Adley Hochstadt; Henry & Bonnie Lasky;                             
Leonard & Sandra Leib;                           

Esther Norton; Pat Rather;                                                 
William & Linda Tiefenthal                           


